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Dear Sirs,

Planning Act 2008 (as amended) – Section 89 and the Infrastructure Planning 
(Examination Procedure) Rules 2010 – Rule 17 (as amended) 

Application by North London Waste Authority ("the Applicant") for an Order Granting 
Development Consent for the North London Heat and Power Project ("the 
Application")

Reply to request for further information on behalf of Canal & River Trust (an 
interested party)

We refer to the Rule 17 letter of 29 July, sent to this firm on behalf of Canal & River Trust
(the "Trust"), to which letter we now respond on their behalf.

As you will no doubt be aware, our client is charged with the duty of preserving, enhancing 
and operating of some 2000 miles of inland waterways, which waterways now benefit the 
public perhaps more than they have at many other times during the more than 200 years of 
their history. Amongst the objectives set by DEFRA for our client is the "safeguarding of the 
canals and associated heritage infrastructure….in perpetuity, for the benefit of the nation…
whilst ensuring that the waterways continue to deliver and increase public benefits…"

Those waterways frequently provide a much valued, and diverse, environment in areas of 
substantial urban development, but the structures of which they are comprised are often far 
less robust than might first appear. For those reasons alone, our client considers that the 
integrity of its waterways should be protected to the fullest extent. 

One of the means by which our client seeks to ensure such protection, is by their insistence 
that all third parties should comply with the "Code of Practice for Works Affecting the Canal 
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& River Trust", which sets out well established, and tried and tested, means of ensuring the 
continued well-being of the waterways, and the minimum of interruption of the enjoyment of 
them, whilst third party works are undertaken. 

In circumstances where statutory third parties have compulsory powers to undertake works, 
it is usual to find protection for the waterways incorporated within statute. An example is to 
be found within the Water Industry Act 1990 (Schedule 13), which ensures such works 
cannot be undertaken without our client's consent (which may be given subject to 
reasonable conditions) or following some independent determination.  

As the exercise of compulsory powers as part of a development consent order may have 
detrimental effects upon its waterways, our client seeks to obtain agreement, from the 
applicant, that works will be undertaken in compliance with protective provisions which the 
Trust considers appropriate in most circumstances. Currently those are the protective 
provisions set out by this firm, in our submission for Deadline 6.

Where an applicant is unwilling to meet the Trust's requirement in this regard, the Trust will 
continue with its objection to any compulsory powers affecting the waterway and the 
towpath, and will then rely upon the protection which section 127 Planning Act 2008 
provides.

From that stated position, and having had the opportunity of fully appreciating the impact of 
certain of the compulsory powers sought (through the assistance afforded by further 
information recently provide by the applicant), it is now accepted, by the Trust, that the 
temporary suspension of rights concerning plots 21, 25, 26 and 27 are unlikely to directly 
affect the waterway of the River Lea, or the towpath. 

As a consequence, the Trust withdraws its objection to those particular requests.

It does remain the intention of the Trust, however, to seek to reach an agreement with the 
applicant in relation to plots 11, 13, 17 and 23 but, as stated earlier in this letter, based upon 
the protective provisions which the Trust has proposed. The works affecting those plots fall 
within Stage 1A and Stage 1B of the project (which stages have a combined period of some 
2 years), and the Trust is greatly concerned at the prospect of a lengthy interruption of 
navigation along this important waterway, and about the applicants proposed works relating 
to its waterway wall. 

As some assurance, the Trust will continue with its endeavours to reach an agreement with 
the applicant, although such agreement does appear still to be some way off.

Yours faithfully

Ward Hadaway




